0 9508422 0 6. This volume presents information on survival for 27 cancer sites for the periods 1960-64, 1965-69 and 1970-73. It is based on data for England and Wales as a whole, for Scotland, and from the cancer registries of Cambridge, Mersey, South Thames (S.E. and S.W. Thames Regions) and West Midlands, with the hospital registry of the Christie Hospital and Holt Radium Institute in Manchester. The report is in sections for each form of cancer, beginning with a short commentary and including national mortality and incidence rates by age, and 1-year and 5-year survival for each country, regional and hospital registry. Both crude and relative survival rates are given, the latter adjusting for the probability of dying from other causes.
Initially, it is difficult to ascertain the lay-out of this book as the order of publication in the original journal is maintained and the majority of the papers therefore carry two separate page numbers. The careful attention given to the lay-out of the Contents section however, largely compensates for this and provides the reader with the overall theme for the volume.
The earlier chapters of the book deal with the complex array of biochemical mechanisms for detoxification and the generation of highly reactive chemical species which lead to the modification of cellular constituents and subsequently to cancer. In some papers emphasis was placed on elucidating the ways in which human cells metabolise carcinogens, thus offering the long-term potential of determining the contribution of different classes of chemical carcinogens to the incidence of human cancer.
Another large group of papers describes cellular mechanisms for processing DNA damage, again
